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On January 29th2022, BTMA organized 
a press conference on gas crisis, led by 
BTMA President, Mr. Mohammad Ali 
Khokon. Mr. Fazlul Haque, and Mr. 
Abdullah Al Mamun Vice President of 
the BTMA, were also present during the 
conference. A good number of BTMA's 
distinguished Board of Directors were 
also in attendance.
The President addressed the media on the 
long-term issue experienced by BTMA 
member mills, particularly in recent 
months owing to low gas pressure and 
insufficiency of gas. Simultaneously, he 
outlined the threats and the challenges to 
be faced by the textile industry if the 
current scenario persists and if the gas 
tariff is increased – 1. the yarn and fabric 
supply chains may be disrupted, 2. exist-
ing and future investments may be affect-
ed. Moreso, the mills will fail to repay 
their bank loans timely, disrupting 
current jobs and creating a law-and-order 
situation. 3.Given the present gas situa-
tion, the new 2.5 billion USD investment,
which is anticipated to be implemented 
by 2023, may be  under threats 4. 

On the  other hand, this will lead to 
encouragement of unauthorized   market-
ing of textiles which may cripple the 
competitiveness of the textile mills. 
Considering the above the President, 
BTMA urged the followings to the 
Government: 1.Immediate installation of
EVC meters, 2.Because the need for  

4th December was announced as The 
National Textile Day by the Honorable 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, MP in 
2019. Accordingly this day was celebrat-
ed in 2021 obliging all the safety 
measures. 
National Textiles Day 2021, was 
celebrated with the theme of "globaliza-
tion of the textile sector; Bangladesh's 
development."by honoring seven 

organiations including Bangladesh 
Textile Mills Association (BTMA) for 
their  contributions to ensure the growth 
of the textile sector in the aftermath of the 
pandemic The President BTMA deliv-
ered his valuable speech on the occasion 
and took part in the rally with the BTMA 
officials and others. 

fertilizers can be met through imports, 
the supply of gas supplied to fertilizer 
plants may be given to the textile sector 
as a temporary solution, 3. To ensure 
frequent imports of LNG, as well as 
keeping LNG prices at a reasonable level, 
4.Not to increase the Gas Tariff.

“When everything changes, ADAPT!”
Life continues to be challenging, but 
restrictions continue to be imposed in 
many sections of the country where the 
incidence of COVID-19 has been low in 
comparison to Europe and the United 
States, 

but is steadily increasing. During this 
period, the members of BTMA have 
come together, and our members should 
be congratulated for their passion and 
initiatives, as well as their continuous 
contribution to the country's economy. 
I am delighted to welcome you to the 
latest issue of The Bangladesh Textile 
Network. It gives me great pleasure to 
contribute a few thoughts to the latest 
edition of the Textile Network. You are 
kindly aware that though various 
challenges we faced last year, we gave 
our best efforts to mitigate the challenges. 
But we are now facing the problem that 
we inherited from the past particularly 
the inadequate supply of gas & high price 
of cotton resulting disruption of supply 
chain and smooth growth of Textile & 
RMG.  

In such a situation I feel any move 
towards increasing the energy price may 
pour water on a drowned mouse in the 
existing situation. Considering the above 
BTMA organized a press conference 
wherein we urged the Government to 
consider formulation of an Energy policy. 
I am extremely grateful and thankful to 
our media friends for focusing the issues 
with great emphasize. I assure our distin-
guished members that BTMA will 
continue to give attention to the problems 
of our members. Although the newsletter 
format limits the information in-depth, 
we tried to highlight our most recent 
initiatives in the textiles and clothing 
industry of the country. The editors of the 
Newsletter would welcome any 
comments, opinions, or encouragement.

Captive Power: The prime need of Textile Industry

“Globalization of the Textile Sector; Bangladesh’s Development”
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Cotton Hits New Decade High

Cotton's technicals indicate a stabiliza-
tion on its charts, which might make it a 
good time to purchase before the fiber 
takes off again. 
In terms of new peaks, physical demand 
from nations rising strongly as a result of 
the coronavirus epidemic, as well as a 
stronger tolerance for inflation, imply 
that cotton might have another golden 
year, such as in 2021. 
Cotton, a vital raw material for many 
products such as clothes, bedding, and 
soft furnishings, has traditionally been 
the 'silent workhorse' of the industrial 
commodities arena, with a performance 
that is frequently under-reported by a 
media that focuses on things like oil, 
gold, and copper.
The epidemic, on the other hand, changed   

the supply-demand dynamics of cotton, 
as it did for most other commodities, first 
affecting output and then delaying 
shipments, causing cotton prices to 
skyrocket. Cotton had a golden year in 
2021, surging 45% after a gain of only 
13% in 2020. Cotton is up about 7% so 
far this year.
Last week, the spot cotton contract on 
ICE Futures US reached  $1.2476 a 
pound, its highest level since July 2011, 
when it reached $1.6205. Last week's 
high was also the fourth time in five 
months that the spot contract surpassed 
2011 highs, raising the potential of more 
inflation in the United States following 
the Consumer Price Index's four-decade 
highs in the year to December. 

Cotton futures rose to their highest level 
in more than a decade after the US 
government reduced its forecast for 
domestic output by more than experts 
expected. The USDA reduced its forecast 
for US output to 17.62 million bales on 
Wednesday, owing primarily to yield 
changes in Texas, the top-producing  
state. 
This contrasts to the USDA's forecast of 
18.28 million bales in December and the 
18.24 million predicted by analysts in a 
Bloomberg survey. The agency said that 
shipping problems were impacting global 
trade.
Last year, forecasts for a second world-
wide shortage drove up the price of fiber 
by 44%. Cotton prices are still growing, 
not because of scarcity, but because the 
fiber isn't getting to where it's needed, 
according to Peter Egli, a Chicago-based 
director for Plexus Cotton Ltd. The 
global consumption prediction remained 
nearly unchanged, with China's cotton 
use falling by 500,000 bales offset by 
growth in India, Mexico, and Pakistan. 
726,000 bales weighing 480 pounds, or 
218 kilos, were removed from global 
ending inventories. Cotton prices have 
reached a decade high for the fourth time 
in five months. For investors, the ques-
tion is straightforward: Will the market 
recede sufficiently to enable an entrance 
off its highs, and how much higher can it 
go after that?

The Bangladesh Investment Develop-
ment Authority (BIDA) hosted a 
two-day International Investment 
Summit, 2021, in Dhaka. The objective 
of the Summit was to present a “New 
Bangladesh” as unlimited source of 
investment to the investors of the World. 
The Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina, MP virtually inaugurated the 
summit. A good number of investors 
from home and abroad attended the 
summit both in person and virtually.

The summit, called "Bangladesh: 
Discover Limitless Opportunities," 
featured 14 separate sessions, 11 of 
which were dedicated to various 
sectors such as blue economy, health-
care and pharmaceuticals, transporta-
tion and logistics, capital market, 
power and energy, the fourth industri-
al revolution, financial services, 
agribusiness, leather and leather 
goods, apparel, electrical and electron-
ics manufacturing, and so on.

Mr. Mohammad Ali Khokon, President 
BTMA, joined the session named 
"Ready Made Garments & Textiles: 
Weaving the Way" as a panelist. Mr. Md. 
Atiqul Islam, Hon'ble Mayor of Dhaka 
North City Corporation, presided over 
the Session. Panelists/Discussants from 

BGMEA, BKMEA, BCI, and other 
organizations attended the meeting and 
participated in the Session. Taking part 
in the discussion President, BTMA 
emphasized the importance of Primary 
Textile Sector and RMG investment in 
Woven Fabric Production and diversified 
products mainly in Man-made fiber. 

International Investment Summit, 2021
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The Corona Virus, with its newly devel-
oped version Omicron, is spreading 
rapidly, and the situation is becoming 
increasingly dire. Because economic 
activity has not yet returned to normal, 
the impacted businesses are still in 
terrible difficulties. Omicron struck just 
as the world economy was beginning to 
pick up speed. Our key export markets, 
the United States and Europe, are impos-
ing limitations that are harming our 
commerce and economy. Given the dire 
circumstances,

Bangladesh Textile Mills Association 
(BTMA) has requested Bangladesh Bank 
to extend the moratorium on loan install-
ments till June 2022, after learning that 
several of its member mills are unable to 
make their loan installments on time.
According to BTMA, if the loan classifi-
cation facility condition is not revised by 
relaxing the condition of repayment of 
25% of the installments payable within 
25 December, 2021 as stated in BRPD 
circular 50, by extending the time limit 
then the banks along with the customers, 

will become defaulters, which will have 
an adverse effect on the economy as a 
whole. In the past, Bangladesh Bank has 
waived down payments in a variety of 
instances owing to natural disasters and 
political uncertainty in order to avert 
negative impacts on trade, commerce, 
and economic activity in the industrial 
sector, including agriculture. As a result, 
BTMA expects that, given the current 
scenario, Bangladesh Bank would 
engage in more active collaboration in 
the benefit of the country's economy.

The Export Development Fund, which 
was founded in 1989, is a pre-shipment 
incentive designed to assist and support 
exporters in becoming competitive in the 
international market. The fund is distrib-
uted by the Central Bank through desig-
nated dealer banks. The fund's current 
size is $300 million. BTMA member 
mills are deemed exporters, and they 
require additional financial assistance in 
the form of low-interest loan facilities in 
order to import substantial quantities of 
cotton and other raw materials, including 

dyes-chemicals. For a time, the pandemic 
scenario slowed the expansion of the 
Textile and Clothing industry, resulting in 
massive losses, but the sector has begun 
to recover. 
However, the price of raw materials, 
particularly raw cotton, has hit a decade 
high, and the price of yarn and 
dyes-chemicals has increased by about 
100% in the international market placing 
further pressure on our member mills to 
maintain a smooth Supply Chain. 
According to BTMA, the EDF limit 

should be $35-$45 million based on 
current raw material prices. Given this, 
BTMA, along with BGMEA and 
BKMEA has requested the Bangladesh 
Bank to increase the ceiling the limit of 
EDF Fund. Subsequently Bangladesh 
Bank issued FE Circular 01 on January 6, 
2022, keeping the limit for BGMEA and 
BTMA members $30 million till June 30, 
2022. we feel considering the current 
scenario of the raw materials in interna-
tional market the above limit should be 
increased further. 

On December 14, 2021, President BTMA met Mr. Abu Hena Md. 
Rahmatul Munim, Chairman of the National Board of Revenue 
(NBR). During the meeting, he requested the chairman to take 
necessary steps i.e, 1. All kinds of fiber including recycled fibers 
which will be used for manufacturing yarn, allow duty free import 
of yarn regardless of the fiber composition should be subjected to 
VAT of Tk 3 per kg., 2. Allow import of all kinds of textile spare 
parts  at 1% duty in line with Capital Machineries., 3. Yarn & 
Fabric may be allowed to import through Benapole, Bhomra, and 
Sonamasjid subject to Infrastructure development, availability of 
yarn count equipment with a formation of a Permanent Monitoring 
Cell. The Chairman gave patient hearing on the above issues. Mr. 
Khorshed Alam, Chairman, Little Group, Mr. Saleudh Zaman, 
Director, BTMA, and Mr. Monsoor Ahmed, Additional Director 
and CEO (In-Charge), BTMA accompanied the President, BTMA.

The Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internatio-
nale Zusammenarbeit (giz) GmbH on 
behalf of the govt. of Germany and the 
Ministry of Commerce, Bangladesh 
unveiled the draft of ‘National Chemical 
Guideline for Textile and Garment Indus-
try in Bangladesh”. On 2 January 2022, 
Giz held a workshop at Hotel Pan Pacific 
Sonargaon, Dhaka to review the draft 
guidelines – where various related minis-
tries and all the related stakeholders- 
BGMEA, BTMA, BKMEA, BUET, 
BUFT, BUTEX and other representatives 
from different local and international 
brands were present. Md. Hafizur 
Rahman was present as the Chief Guest 
while Mr. Abdullah Al Mamun,Vice 
President, BTMA,

Mr. Asif Ashraf, Director, BGMEA, Mr. Md Fazle Ehsan Shamim, Director, 
BKMEA and Mr. Werner Lange, Cluster Coordinator – Textile, GIZ Bangladesh, 
addressed the session as special guests.

“National Chemical Guideline for Textile and Garment Industry” in Bangladesh

BTMA calls for extension of Policy Support
Loan Classification

EDF Loan Cap

Discussion Meeting with Chairman, NBR
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The First meeting of the Advisory Coun-
cil of BTMA was held at Hotel Sheraton 
Dhaka. The meeting was Chaired by 
Mohammad Ali Khokon, President, 
BTMA. The meeting was graced by the 
presence of the BTMA Think Tank and 
legends namely- Mr. Salahuddin 
Kasem-Khan, Mr. M.A. Awal, Mr. Jahan-
gir Alamin, Mr. A. Matin Chowdhury, 
Mr. Tapan Chowdhury, Mr. Md. Kutu-
buddin Ahmed, Syed Monzurul Huq & 
Md. Mozaffar Hossain, MP. 

President, BTMA welcomed them with 
flower bouquets and stated that BTMA 
has always been enriched with the 
support and advice from them. President, 
BTMA mentioned that today the Primary 
Textile Sector has emerged as a strong 
backward linkage industry and actively  
supporting the RMG to contribute the 
most to the total export earnings of the 
country. He proudly stated that it was 
because of the hard work, dedication and 
farsight of the BTMA Think Tanks and l 
egends that the the Primary Textile Indus

On the occasion of the birth centenary of 
the Father of the Nation- Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the golden 
jubilee of independence of Bangladesh 
BTMA organized a dinner on December 
7, 2021 in honor of the electronic and 
print media reporters at Hotel Interconti-
nental Dhaka. The event was successfully 
completed with the presence of a signifi-
cant number of electronic and print media 
news workers. The event was also attend-
ed by the presence by Mr. Md. Fazlul 
Haque, Vice-President of BTMA and Mr. 
Abdullah Al Mamun, Vice-President of 
BTMA and members of the Board of 
Directors of BTMA. 

try has scripted its present day success 
and BTMA will continue to grow and 
contribute in economic growth under 
their guidance. BTMA is grateful to them 
and needs their guidance to continue the 
success legacy. They are the paragons for 
the new generation as well as for all the 
textile entrepreneurs. The Board of 
Directors of BTMA was also present in 
the meeting. 
The meeting was informed about the core 
initiatives taken by BTMA during this 
period. President, BTMA stated that he 
wanted to pursue the activities which he 
considered most important vigorously 
but in spite of his best efforts and desire 
the pandemic situation caused disruption. 
The initiatives of the President & the 
Board Members were highly appreciated 
in the meeting. The BTMA Think Tanks 
applauded the current leadership said that 
it was inspiring and a matter of pride to 
see BTMA grow from an association with 
24 member mills to 1700 member mills 
now. They said that they will always 
support BTMA in all its endeavors to 
enrich the textile sector. They requested 
the young leaders to come forward to 
address the challenges and lead the 
success of this sector as they are the 
assets and dynamos of the nation and 
assured them of their guidance and 
support. 

Legends of BTMA with  Board of Directors

Celebrating the Golden Jubliee of Bangladesh’s Independence

Mohammad Ali Khokon, President, 
BTMA, met the journalists on 13th Janu-
ary, 2022 where in he briefed the journal-
ists of print media regarding the existing 
scenario of textile sector. During his 
briefing, he expressed his deep concern 
about problems particularly while import 
of raw material, crisis of raw materials 
mainly cotton and dyes chemical as 
shipping lines reluctant to transport 
containers bound for Bangladesh having 

shortage of feeder vessels.  He also 
expressed his concern about the delay 
and congestion of containers at 
Chittagong port resulting disruption of 
production. He urged the Government to 
allow import all kinds of man-made fiber 
duty free to encourage manufacturing of 
diversified products. Md. Fazlul Hoque, 
Vice-President and Md. Saleudh Zaman 
Khan, Director BTMA among others, 
were also present at the briefing.

Briefing on Existing Scenario of Textile Sector
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The modern fashion trend favors sustain-
able items with digital art. As a result, 
there are several prospects for Fine Arts 
Students in the Textile business, particu-
larly in design and development. Thus, 
partnership between the textile industry 
and academia may help the sector thrive 
while also creating opportunities for 
students and increasing employment. As 
this business evolves with changing trend 
and technology, Fine Arts will offer value 
to Bangladesh's textile industry.
In this regard, AOPTB (All Over Printing 
Technologists of Bangladesh) organized 
a webinar titled "Contribution of Fine 
Arts Students in Textile Sector,"  

which took place on 21 January 2022 and 
was aired live by AOPTB. The Seminar 
was presided over by Engr. S.M. Abdur 
Rahman, President of AOPTB. Mr. 
Abdullah Al Mamun, Director, Abed 
Textile Processing Mills ltd. and Vice 
President, BTMA attended the webinar. 
Dr. Bazlur Rashid, Professor and Chair-
man, Dept of Fine Arts, Jagannath 
University, Dr. Rashed Sukon, Associate 
professor, Head of Dept of Fine Arts, 
Jatiya Kabi Nazrul Islam University, 
Dolly Thay, Managing Director, Cloth R 
US Ltd, Engr. Ashraful Alam,Director 
Printing, Mosarrof Group, Engr. Shay-
mol Chandra Saha, Adviser, AOPTB, 

Monjur Elahi, Associate Professor, 
Department of Fine Arts, Jatiya Kabi 
Nazrul Islam University, Kazi Md Maha-
seen, Assistant Professor, Department of 
Fine Arts, Jahangirnagar University, Md 
Sala Uddin, Chairman ASK Apparel & 
Textile Sourcing & Director, Reaz 
Garments Ltd, Head of Operation, 
Bunon, and Zihan Karim, Assistant 
Professor, Institute of Fine Arts, CU were 
also present in the webinar. The online 
webinar was attended by more than 30 
printing technicians from famous print-
ing companies, instructors, students from 
the Fine Arts Department, and AOPTB 
board members.

Webinar on “Contribution of Fine Arts Students in Textile Sector”

Achievements of BTMA Member Mills

Awarded with CIP Cards 

Mr. Mohammad Ali Khokon, President, BTMA, awarded with 
CIP card for the second time in the exports category. 

Md. Monir Hossain, Director, BTMA & Managing Director, 
Fariha Spinning Mills Ltd honored with CIP card. 

MA Rahim Feroz, Vice Chairman, DBL Group and 
Former Director, BTMA, was also honored with CIP card.

Md. Abdullah Zubair, Managing Director, Zubair Spinning Mills Ltd 
and Director, BTMA received CIP card. 

Syed Nurul Islam, Chairman, Well Group and Director, BTMA has been honored with CIP card.
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Tax Cards & Crests giving Ceremony, 2020-21 

Best Corporate Award, 2020

ICSB National Award, 2020

21st ICAB National Award

Md. Fayazur Rahman Bhuiyan (Jewel) was named Narsingdi 
district's highest taxpayer, is the Chairman and Managing Director

of  Jaj Bhuiyan Group, and Director, BTMA. 

Md. Abdullah Zubair, Director, BTMA received awards for 
Zaber & Zubair Fabrics Ltd in the Ready Made Garments Category

and Ismail Anzuman Ara Fabrics Ltd in the Spinning & Textile Category. 

Paramount Textile Ltd., received '21st ICAB National Award' in the 
Manufacturing Category. 

Rashidul Hasan Rinto, Director, BTMA, received the award in the 
category of Young (under 40 years old) taxpayers, Proprietor of 

Chistia Sizing Mills & Manchester Composite. 

Abdullah Mohammad Talha accepted the award on behalf of 
Noman Terry Towel Mills Ltd. which is a member of BTMA 

under the Spinning and Textile Category. 

Naheed Composite Textile Mills Ltd., and Naheed Cotton Mills Ltd., that were also recognized as the 4th and 7th highest tax payers 
in the 'Spinning & Textile' sector, respectively. 

Matin Spinning Mills Ltd., Paramount Textile Ltd. and Envoy Textiles Ltd, achieved ‘8th ICSB National Award’ in Gold, Silver & Bronze 
category respectively in the Textiles and RMG category.
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